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Climate change is a complex phenomenon hence involves numerous causes; carbon dioxide is the first cause and is released through natural processes and human activities such as manufacturing. Methane is the next cause which is as a result of natural causes and human activities like agriculture. Nitrous oxide is another cause emanating from cultivation practices like use of fertilizers (Crowley, 2000).  Chloroflorcarbons contributes the largest percentage when it comes to climate change; the gas is produced through manufacturing companies. Although disregarded, water a vapor is an important element in climate change; this element increases as earth’s atmosphere warms resulting in clouds and precipitation. The above factors are fundamental to the mechanism of greenhouse effect. Other human activities such as deforestation can be attributed to this concept (Ding, Ren, Zhao, Xu, Luo, Li &Zhang, 2007)
Effects of climate change
The effects of the above factors include rise in sea level. This is as a result of global warming and melting of ice. Melting of ice and glacier has a negative impact on animals for example it affects the feeding habits and mating routines of some animals e.g. polar bears and seals. Increase in sea level leads to the submergence of human settlement specifically islands. CFC release is associated with the destruction of the ozone layer which prevents entry of ultra violet rays. 
Destruction of this layer leads to several health effects such as numerous cases of skin cancer. As identified earlier green house effect is also present and it can lead to habitat loss; snow leopards and tigers are primarily affected by habitat loss through fires and the shrinking of their territory as treeline shifts higher up the mountains. Deforestation in most scenarios leads to desertification since rainfall patterns are interfered with when the trees are cut. Inconsistent rainfall patterns have been shown to affect food production, access to water and general health (Parry, Rosenzweig, Iglesias, Livermore & Fischer, 2004)
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